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the William Baker Technical School. This industrial training
centre was originally a country mansion surrounded by a
large estate. But the day came when its owner no longer
felt justified in maintaining it; so, desiring to see it utilized
for some "good work", he offered it to Barnardo's at a
fraction of its value. The offer was thankfully accepted, and
after extensive alterations Barnardo's craft schools were
transferred from Stepney Causeway to this spacious, wind-
swept abode.
After internal alterations, this mansion provided seven
excellent dormitories, sufficient for 300 boys, while its
ground-floor apartments made ideal classrooms. To feed
these 300 growing lads a dining-hall had, of course, to be
erected,1 but the fine set of stables and out-houses were,
as by magic, transformed into workshops, where more than
a dozen skilled trades are mastered. And as you watch these
once-destitute lads, whistling at bench, last, anvil or lino-
type; as you observe the close relation between their fingers
and minds, as you examine the beautiful sideboards and
bookcases, the neat boots and shoes, the well-turned kettles
and pots, the perfectly printed bills and leaflets which their
industry has wrought, involuntarily you ask: "Where would
these boys have been, and what would they now be doing,
save for Barnardo's Homes?"
A survey of this centre's industry is not our purpose. It
must, however, be noted that from the lasts of the boy
shoemakers are turned off all the boots and shoes worn by
Barnardo children in the various Homes, which means a
weekly output of 250 new pairs, and the mending of more
than 500 pairs. Here, too, the boys make much of the
furniture, and all the pots and pans Baraardo's need: they
make every one of the strong, tin-lined trunks with which
boys and girls emigrate; in their own station they generate
their light and power; on their own land they raise all their
vegetables and nearly all their fruits. Even the lorries plying
1 This need was generously met by a single anonymous gift.